Geography Policy

[image: image1.jpg]LATCHFORD





Signed (Chair of Governors)………………………………………

Signed (Head teacher)………………………………………………

Date……………March 2020…………………………………

Review Date……September 2021……………………………….

Our Geography policy reflects Latchford St James Primary School’s commitment to an inclusive, creative and exciting curriculum, based around high quality teaching and learning.

Purpose of study

A high-quality geography education provides a means of exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography at Latchford St James explores the relationship between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space and environment. It contributes to the cultural, social, spiritual and moral life of children as they acquire knowledge of a range of different cultures and traditions, and learn tolerance and understanding of other people and environments Geography is the subject in which pupils learn the skills of understanding a locality and how and where people fit into its overall structure. Developing geographical skills is essential as children live in a world that is wide open to them. With opportunities to travel and work in different cities and countries across the world, pupils need to use efficiently, maps, charts and other geographical data. The opportunities for the children to carry out geographical enquiry are also of value.

The teaching of Geography would be difficult without acknowledging the future of our planet. The Geography Curriculum places great importance on the interaction between the physical and the human environment. Many areas of study give opportunities to make children aware of these effects upon their surroundings, their own responsibilities and how they can contribute to improving the environment, however small that contribution might be.

Aims

Following the national curriculum guidelines, the teaching and learning of geography at Latchford St James aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Take an interest in their surroundings and develop a knowledge and understanding of the physical and human processes which shape places.

· Have a secure knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, develop respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country.

· Are provided with learning opportunities that enthuse, engage, and motivate them to learn and foster a sense of curiosity and wonder at the beauty of the world around them.

· Are encouraged to contribute to sustainable development and have an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means.

· Make sense of their own surroundings through learning about their own locality and the interaction between people and the environment.

· Develop the geographical skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps of different scales, and the vocabulary necessary to carry out effective geographical enquiry.

· Are able to apply map reading skills to globes and atlas maps and identify geographical features.

· Can formulate appropriate questions, develop research skills and evaluate material to inform opinions.

· Can confidently work geographically in a range of appropriate contexts, using a variety of materials and equipment including other people’s experiences and knowledge.

Geography in the Foundation Stage 

Geography in the foundation stage is taught under the umbrella of ‘Understanding The World’. The children are supported in developing the knowledge, skills and understanding that helps them to make sense of the world. In geography the children work towards achieving the Early Learning Goals of ‘People and Communities’ and ‘The World’

Knowledge and understanding

The children’s understanding and knowledge of geographical facts will be broadened through the teaching of the following key elements:
· Geographical enquiry

· Direction and Location

· Drawing maps

· Representation

· Using maps

· Scale and Distance

· Perspective

· Map knowledge

· Style of map

Teaching and Learning

Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in geography and to that end we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We believe in whole-class teaching methods and combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We believe children learn best when:
· They have access to, and are able to study maps of all different scales and sizes.

· They take part in field work, whether this be on the school grounds or further afield on residential trips.

· They have access to secondary sources such as books and photographs

· Visitors talk about personal experiences of different parts of the world

· They undertake fieldwork by using geographical skills in a range of settings

· They are given the opportunity to record their findings in a variety of different ways. 

· They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet and videos

· They are able to use non-fiction books for research

· They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask as well as answer geographical questions.

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults.

Cross-curricular links

When and where appropriate, opportunities will be encouraged to promote historical learning across the curriculum. This could be through links with:
· Literacy – quality geographical texts, report writing, persuasive writing, speaking & listening, drama activities

· Maths – grid references on maps  

· History – changing settlements and landscapes throughout time

· Computing – using research tools ( internet, cdroms etc), word-processing

· Art – drawing of maps and landmarks

Assessment and reporting

Assessment of geography at both KS1 and KS2 will be based on teachers’ judgments and all recording should be simple and straightforward on the school tracker alongside other wider curriculum subjects. Progress will be measured against how secure children are in their geographical knowledge, how well children are able to answer enquiry questions, how confidently they use subject specific vocabulary and how well they have developed their historical study skills.

Subject leader assessment and monitoring

The subject leader works alongside SLT to monitor standards of teaching and learning at Latchford St James Primary School. A structured cycle of planning and work scrutiny, observations, and pupil, interviews will provide information to judge the effectiveness of the subject as well as future development points.
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