
Autumn 1 Year 4  
Why Are Holy Buildings and Places Important to People of Faith? 

Are all Churches the same? 



  
 

 

Subject specific 
     Vocabulary 

Images/Diagrams/Maps Important Knowledge 

Ark A special chest that holds important religious 
items. In Judaism, it holds the Torah scrolls in 

a synagogue. 

 Not all church buildings are the same 
but have similar features according to 
the Christian denomination. 
 
Peter and the disciples ‘built’ the church 
after the events of Pentecost. 
 
The Bible gives guidance to the church 
about behaviour and attitudes. 
 
World faiths have different places of 
worship and the names of those 
buildings, key features and the worship 
that takes place there. 
 
The Hindu murtis (statues) are 
expressions of god. They are not 
worshipped. They are a focus to 
enhance worship. 
 
The symbol of light is used across 
several religions. 
 
The Imam is the leader of the Mosque 
and the local Muslim community. 
 
The Rabbi is the leader of the 
Synagogue. 
 
Darshan is important to Hindus. 

Cathedral A large, important church where a bishop 
leads worship. 

Chapel A small place of worship, often inside a 
school or hospital. 

Church A building where Christians gather to worship 
God. 

Holy Something very special and important 
because it belongs to God. 

Minister A leader who helps people worship God, 
often in a Protestant church. 

Writing/Provision/ 
Enrichment opportunities  

Sacrament A special ceremony or act that shows God’s 
love, such as baptism or communion. 

 
Design and deliver your idea to Rev Rob of 
new ways to ‘do’ ‘church’? E.g. café church, 
worshipping out of doors, breakfast clubs or 
skate boarding church. 
 
Compare different places of worship around 
the world.  

Sacred Something that is treated with great respect 
because it is connected to God. 

Vicar A church leader who is in charge of services 
and helps people in the community, often in 

the Church of England. 

Worship The act of showing love and respect to God, 
often through prayers, singing, and rituals. 

Presentation   Assessment    
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​ Can use some religious 
vocabulary to name features of 
the church building.  

​ Use some  religious vocabulary to 
describe the features of worship 
that takes place in a Mosque / 
Synagogue/ Mandir / Gurdwara. 

​ Talk about places of worship, 
some of the features of the 
building and the worship that 
takes place there. 

​ Use religious vocabulary to name 
features of the church building, talk 
about their significance and link to the 
Bible. 

​ Identify similarities and differences 
between churches and Christian 
denominations worldwide. 

​ Ask good questions about the 
similarities and differences between 
different Christian denominational 
practices. 

​ Make links between values and beliefs 
and behaviour. 

​ Talk knowledgeably about places of 
worship, the features of the building 
and the worship that takes place there. 

​ Recognise the similarities and 
differences between the worship that 
takes place in a Church / Mosque / 
Synagogue/ Mandir / Gurdwara 

​ Use religious vocabulary to describe 
the features of worship that takes 
place in a Mosque / Synagogue/ 
Mandir / Gurdwara. 

​ Describe why light is used as a symbol 
for God in several religions. 

​ Describe the role of the Imam. 
​ Describe the role of the Rabbi. 

 
​ Recognise the links between the 
different places of worship they have 
explored and beliefs of the worshipper. 

​ Ask quality questions informed by their 
learning. 

​ Use appropriate religious language to 
talk about the symbols used in the 
religions I have explored. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 


